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Profile

Professor Assefa Fiseha is a renowned expert in the field of federalism and devolution in Africa and currently serves as a
professor at the Center for Federalism and Governance Studies at Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia. His extensive academic
background includes an LL.B. from Addis Ababa University, an LL.M. from the University of Amsterdam, and a Ph.D. from
Utrecht University in the Netherlands. Professor Assefa has provided consulting services for constitutional design and policy
dialogues in countries such as Sudan, South Sudan, Yemen, and Malawi. His work has significantly impacted the study of

federalism and governance both in Africa and globally, establishing him as a highly influential scholar in this field.
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Learning Goals

This course will explore how constitutional systems can be used to achieve national unity and coexistence of diversity in
multi-ethnic countries with deep social cleavages. The course will analyze how African countries utilize federalism and
devolution frameworks to address social conflicts, examining case studies of countries such as South Africa, Kenya, Ethiopia,
and Nigeria. Through these examples, the course will delve into the theories and practices of federalism and devolution systems
to assess whether these systems can effectively mitigate ethnic conflicts and foster a unified identity of community. By
engaging with these topics, students will enhance their understanding of regional and national legal development in African

countries, broadening their comparative law skills and international perspectives.
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Content

This course will be delivered in 8 modules: 1. Characteristics and Limitations of the National-state model: Examining the
fundamental features of the national-state model, its application in Africa, and its limitations. 2. Concepts and Theories of
Federalism and Devolution: Exploring the origins of federalism, the relationship between federalism and devolution, and their
roles in managing social diversity. 3. Institutional Design of federal and Devolution Systems: Analyzing key institutions and
their functions within federal and devolved systems, including their roles in maintaining diversity and social stability. 4.
Diversity Management in Multi-Ethnic Federalism and Devolution System: Investigating the construction of multi-ethnic
unified states and their effectiveness in promoting unity and diversity, with case studies of African multi-ethnic states. 5. The
Role of Constitutional Review in Federalism and Devolution System: Understanding the importance of constitutional review
within federalist and devaluation systems, and how constitutional frameworks address social cleavages. 6. Conflict
Management and Social Integration in Federalist and Devolution Systems: Exploring how federal and devolution systems
manage ethnic conflicts, especially in terms of integration and inclusion within multi-ethnic societies.7. Case Studies on
Federalism and Devolution System in Africa: Analyzing achievements and challenges in managing social diversity in key
African countries. 8. Interaction of Federalism, Constitutional Implementation, and Democracy: Examining the mutual
influence of federalism and devolution system on diversity and political construction, and discussing factors for achieving

long-term stability.



