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Profile

Prof Lawrence Boo heads The Arbitration Chambers since its inception in 1996. Formerly the Deputy Chairman
(2004-2009), first Chief Executive Officer and Registrar (1991-1996) of the Singapore International Arbitration
Centre (SIAC), Lawrence is one of Singapore’s founding voices of arbitration. With more than 30 years of experience
as an arbitrator, Lawrence has sat in more than 350 cases, presiding or acting as sole arbitrator in over 250 cases.
He has taken on cases administered by institutions including the ICSID, SIAC, ICC, CIETAC, PCA, AAA-ICDR, LCIA,

HKIAC, AIAC, AMTAC, SCMA, BANI, BAC, VIAC, SCMA and LMAA, as well as ad hoc matters.
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Learning Goals

This course aims to equip students with the basic understanding of the law of arbitration to enable them to advise
and represent parties in the arbitral process confidence. Legal concepts peculiar to arbitration viz. separability,
arbitrability and competence-competence will be considered together with the procedural laws on the conduct of
the arbitral process, the making and the enforcement of awards. Students will examine the UNCITRAL Model Law
and the New York Convention, 1958. This course is most suited for students with some knowledge of the law of

commercial transactions, shipping, banking, international sale of goods or construction.
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Content

This course will comprehensively analyze relevant issues arising in international commercial arbitration, utilizing
rich case materials as a foundation. The course will extensively examine the unique legal concepts in arbitration,
namely separability, arbitrability, and the autonomy of arbitration. It will cover aspects of arbitration procedures,
including the initiation of arbitration, constitution of the arbitral tribunal, evidence collection, and the process of
argumentation. Additionally, the course will delve into the making of awards, encompassing the decision-making
principles of the arbitral tribunal, document drafting, and the legal effectiveness of awards. Furthermore,
procedural law for enforcement, covering annulment and recognition/enforcement of awards, as well as the New
York Convention, will be thoroughly analyzed. The curriculum aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of
international commercial arbitration through a detailed exploration of its legal principles, procedures, and

enforcement mechanisms.
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